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to the economic self-reliance and self-sufficiency of the villages
and develop in the people the moral stamina tc stand square
against all oppression and injustice. Gandhiji believed that in-
dustrialization, even if socialized, would not be free from the
evils of capitalism, c:. . .the evils are inherent in induarrialism,
and no amount of socialization can eradicate them."119

Before India became free, even in the absence of any con-
siderable State aid khadi occupied a prominent place in the
economy of the country and could claim to be a sound economic
proposition.1-0 No doubt khadi costs more than she mill-cloth
to the consumer, but to the farmer the price is immaterial, for
he gets his khadi from his own yarn. By paiieaz experimenta-
tion, improvement of tools and application of scientific know-
ledge khadi production can be ma.de much more efficient.

After food cloth is the article most universal in demand. So
to Gandhiji khadi is one of the lungs of the nation, the other
being agriculture.121 He also calls khadi the sun of the solar
system of the village economy and likens other handicrafts to
planets.122 Agriculture is not the sun but one of the planets
because agriculture as it is cannot by itself develop the faculties
of mind as khadi can.123 The progress of khadi means voluntary
co-operation, skilful endeavour and honesty on the largest scale

11* H., Sept. 29, 1940, p. 299.
120  In 1946 the working capital of the A.I.S.A. stood at twenty-five
lakhs. It took twenty-five years to reach that figure. During that period
it had distributed over seven crores of rupees as wages among four and a
half lakhs of the poor spinners and weavers, principally spread over twenty
thousand villages of India. H., Aug. 25, 1946, p. 277. Since 1947 the State
has been trying as best it can to help in the development of khadi and other
village industries. With that purpose the Union Government set up the
All India Khadi and Village "industries Board in 1953. The development
expenditure of the Board on the khadi industry during 1953-56 was Rs, 11.43
crores. During this period the value of production and sales of khadi increased
by about 250 and 300 per cent respectively.  During  1955-56 the total
production of khadi came to 2.48 crores of sq. yards, its value being Rs. 4.78
crores. Of this 50.3 lakh sq. yards worth Rs. 56.5 lakhs was under the self-
sufficiency scheme subsidized by the Board. During this year the value of
purchases of khadi by Government Department was Rs. 74.9 lakhs. All India
Khadi and Village Industries Board, Annual Report for 1955-56,
121 His statement, Sept. 17, 1934.
122 r. /., in, p. 84,
123 f{ew Horizons in Khadi Work.